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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please CANCEL claims 62-74 without prejudice to or disclaimer of the recited subject 

matter. 

Please AMEND claims 51-60, as follows. For the Examiner's convenience, all claims 
currently pending in this application have been reproduced below: 

1-50. (Cancelled) 

51. (Currently Amended) A detection method of detecting a feature portion of a 
composite member having a structure in which a first member having a separation layer inside is 
brought into tight contact with a second member, the composite member having, as the feature 
portion, a portion at which a peripheral edge of the first member projects outside a peripheral 
edge of the second member, the method comprising: 

the shift detection step of detecting a shift between the peripheral edge of the first 
member and the peripheral edge of the second member along an outer periphery of the composite 
member using a sensor ; and 

the determination step of determining the feature portion on the basis of a 
detection result in the shift detection step. 
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52. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 51 , wherein^ in the shift 
detection step, the shift between the peripheral edge of the first member and the peripheral edge 
of the second member is detected along a perimeter of the composite member. 

53. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 51, wherein in the shift 
detection step, the shift is detected using the sensor includes a noncontact sensor. 

54. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 51, wherein in the shift 
detection step, the shift is detected using the sensor includes a contact sensor. 

55. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 51, wherein in the shift 
detection step, the shift is detected using a senso r the sensor is arranged on a side of a peripheral 
edge of the composite member. 

56. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 51, wherein in th e shift 
detection step, the shift is detected using a sensor the sensor is arranged at a position opposing a 
bonding interface between the first and second members. 

57. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 51, wherein in the shift 
det e ction step, th e shift is det e cted by sensing th e composite membe r with the sensor includes an 
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image sensing device and , in the detection step, the projection portion is detected by sensing the 
composite member with the image sensing device and processing a signal of a sensed image. 

58. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 51, wherein in the shift 
detection step, the shift is detected by sensing the composite m e mbe r with the sensor includes an 
image sensing device and, in the detection step, the projection portion is detected by sensing the 
composite member with the image sensing device and while illuminating the composite member 
so as to form a shadow at the projecting portion, and processing a signal of a sensed image. 

59. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 51, wherein in the shift 
detection step, th e shift is det e cted by sensing a peripheral edge of the composit e member with 
the sensor includes an image sensing device arranged in a tangent direction of a peripheral edge 
of the composite member and, in the detection step, the projection portion is detected by sensing 
the peripheral edge of the composite member with the image sensing device and processing a 
signal of a sensed image. 

60. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 51, wherein^ in the 
determination step, a portion where the peripheral edge of the first member most largely projects 
is determined as the feature portion. 
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61. (Original) A processing method of positioning, to a predetermined position, a feature 
portion of a composite member having a structure in which a first member having a separation 
layer inside is brought into tight contact with a second member, the composite member having, 
as the feature portion, a portion at which a peripheral edge of the first member projects outside a 
peripheral edge of the second member, the method comprising: 

the shift detection step of detecting a shift between the peripheral edge of the first 
member and the peripheral edge of the second member along an outer periphery of the 
composite member; 

the determination step of determining the feature portion on the basis of a 
detection result in the shift detection step; and 

the arrangement step of arranging the composite member to make the feature 
portion determined in the determination step match the predetermined position. 

62-74. (Cancelled) 
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